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STUNTING
SPIRITUAL GROWTH

To stunt the growth of something is to hinder or
altogether stop its development. Physically, growth
stunting is exemplified in oriental Bonsai trees or more
grotesquely in the foot binding practice that was practiced
by Chinese into the last century; additionally, urban
myths at times surround stunted growth (for instance that
children who drink coffee may have their growth
stunted). There are a number of causes associated with
stunted growth, including an environment too small for
the organism (e.g., Bonsai trees are grown in containers;
foot binding wrapped a young girls feet in tight
bandages), malnutrition (which results in high rates of
stunting in third world countries), and improper diet
(likely the reason coffee has been seen as a threat to
children). The results are likewise numerous, and are
generally permanent. Beyond simply causing the stunted
thing to not reach its potential size, stunting can result in
improper development of organs, deformation, easily
breakable bones, reduced fertility, and even death.

Just as physical development can be stunted, so
can other forms of development; especially spiritual
development. When one is in the wrong environment for
proper Christian growth (Hebrews 10:25), or is spiritually
malnourished (I Corinthians 3:2; Hebrews 5:12-14), or is
fed spiritual junk food (I Peter 2:1-2), he will have his
spiritual growth be negatively impacted--and likely the
damage will be permanent. Among the dangers he will
face are improper development of his spiritual organs
(Colossians 3:12; | John 3:17), deformation of his
spiritual countenance (Romans 1:21), spiritual structural
weakness (I Corinthians 11:28-30), reduced opportunities
and ability to win others to Christ (Hebrews 5:12), and
ultimately spiritual death (Romans 6:23).
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Dan Cates
Independence church of Christ
Independence, MS




Scripture Reading—Revelation 2:1-4 ﬁ

"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 'The words of him
who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the
seven golden lampstands. "'l know your works, your toil and your
patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are
evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are
not, and found them to be false. | know you are enduring pa-
tiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not
grown weary. But I have this against you, that you have aban-

doned the love you had at first.

Prayer List @

Orise & Elda Cormier, James
Eaves’ grandparents, both need your
prayers for their health.

Barney DeVille, a friend of Jean
Gray, has requested prayers.

Twijan Eidessen, a Bible study stu-
dent, has requested prayers for her
brother whose wife just died.
Ginger Harrell, a Bible study stu-
dent, has requested our prayers for
her family. Her nanny died this
week and the family is having a
tough time.

Please pray for her recovery.
Melody Coats will be having sur-
gery soon. Please remember her in
your prayers.

Kim Pafford has asked that we pray
for her father who is not doing well.

Melissa Molieri had a procedure
done last week. Please pray for her.
Mike & Mary Landech have re-
quested the prayers of the congrega-
tion as they go through a difficult
time.

Louis Gray has not been doing well.
Please remember he and his family
in your prayers.

Beverly Boone’s brother in-law is
sick. Please pray for him.

Continue to remember: Lynn
Crow, Jean Crow, Tressie Bates,
Louis Gray, Grant Ryan, Cindy
Hull, Brook Ryan, Ray Taylor, Tay-
lor Thompson, Andy Jean Johnson,
Lacie Hendrix

Sunday Bible Class 9:00a Elders
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a 'mﬁ:i:gg;:;f_’;ﬁs

Sunday Evening Worship 5:00 p David R'::]TZZTNSO

Monday Fishers of Men 7:00p Brandon SUMT:ii:ir_gg7'2637
Wednesday Bible Class 7:00p Jam;:fiiv_‘ef;_z;gigzos
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News & Events @

November 12th—Fishers of Men
Graduation Day. All members are
invited to this event. The time
and schedule will be announced
next week.

November 18th—Building Dedica-
tion @ the Chalmette congrega-
tion. The event will begin at
2:00p.m.

Meet With The Elders

The elders will be available each
Sunday afternoon at 4:.00p.m. If
you would like to meet with
them, please schedule your meet-
ing in advance.

K
Bible Studies—Over 100 Bible
studies have been conducted in
the past two months. Please

pray for all of the Bible studies
being conducted this week.

Care Groups

T you are interested in receiving an
audio CD of any of the sermons, fill
out the form below and give it to who-
ever is in the Video Room.

: Name
: Date /| |/
P.M.

: AM.

I Number of copies

David Ryan #1
Tracy Ryan

Harold Douget #2
Bobbie Douget
Wayne Pace Mike Krieger

Marsha Pace Gwynne Krieger

Dave Brady Dean McNeal
Diane Brady Lizzy Mars
Kaci Ryan Rino Mars
JoAnne DeShazo Nancy Mars

Tim Schmidt #3
Susan Schmidt
Brandon Sumners Ron DeShazo
Charlotte DeShazo
Deborah Guidry

James Eaves #4
Amanda Eaves

Tonya Sumners
Burt Duplessis

Eldia Spears Caleb Eaves
Erica Babin Patrick Adkins
Paulina Sumners  Fred Dudley
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www.fishersofmen.net

AM 800 (1:30 p.m.)

! e
www.GBNTV.org

«Jerry Martin (Instructor)
=Carl Jenkins
eDaniel Cain

#
Rocco Pierce
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www.bereanhome.org

* h#
Patrick Swayne

Sunday—A Study of the Tabernacle

Brandon Sumners
Monday—TFishers of Men

Barry Hatcher
Wednesday—Revelation

James Eaves

A.M. Sermon
The Church In Ephesus
James Eaves

P.M. Sermon

The Second Coming of Christ
(End of Days)

James Eaves

Week of 11-11-07
AM & PM Assembly
Song Leader: Fred Dudley
Lord’s Table: Ron DeShazo
Video Booth: Tim Schmidt
AM Assembly
Greeters: Mike & Gwynne Krieger
Opening Prayer: Tommy Cole
Scripture: Patrick Adkins
Closing Prayer: Dean McNeal
PM Assembly
Opening Prayer: Rick Russell
Closing Prayer: Caleb Eaves
Wednesday Bible Study
Song Leader; Brendon Babin
Invitation: Wayne Pace
Closing Prayer: Brandon Sumners

Week of 11-18-07
AM & PM Assembly
Song Leader: Wayne Pace
Lord’s Table: Brandon Sumners
Video Booth: Patrick Adkins
AM Assembly
Greeters: Ron & Charlotte DeShazo
Opening Prayer: Leon Richmond
Scripture: Blake Babin
Closing Prayer: Tim Schmidt
PM Assembly
Opening Prayer: Caleb Eaves
Closing Prayer: Brendon Babin
Wednesday Bible Study
Song Leader: David Ryan
Invitation: Burt Duplessis
Closing Prayer: Dean McNeal
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