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Service Schedules

Week of 3-25-07

AM & PM Assembly
Nursery Attendant: Debra Guidry
Song Leader: Wayne Pace
Preside at Lord’s Table: Fred Dudley
Video Booth: Patrick Adkins

AM Assembly
Greeters: Brandon & Tonya Sumners
Opening Prayer: Bob Woosley
Scripture: Jay Hayden
Closing Prayer: Bill Clopton

PM Assembly
Opening Prayer: Tim Schmidt
Closing Prayer: Leon Richmond

Wednesday Bible Study
Song Leader: Ron DeShazo
Invitation: Brandon Sumners
Closing Prayer: Burt Duplessis

Week of 04-01-07

AM & PM Assembly
Nursery Attendant: Gwynne Krieger
Song Leader: Fred Dudley
Preside at Lord’s Table: Burt Duplessis
Video Booth: Reno Mars

AM Assembly
Greeters: Tim & Denise Theriot
Opening Prayer: Ron DeShazo
Scripture: Brandon Sumners
Closing Prayer: Mike Krieger

PM Assembly
Opening Prayer: Patrick Adkins
Closing Prayer: Burton Duplessis

Wednesday Bible Study
Song Leader: Herald Douget
Invitation: Tim Schmidt
Closing Prayer: Bill Pafford
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The “Tenses” of Salvation

Wayne Jackson

Have you ever considered the fact that “salvation”
can be a future, past, present, still future event, de-
pending upon the vantage point from which one is
speaking? Think about this “tense” issue with us.
When many people hear the term “salvation,” they
immediately think of something that occurred in their
past. Many Protestants believe that salvation was
received the instant they expressed a genuine faith in
Christ as their personal Savior, and that it never can
be forfeited. As we shall notice, these ideas are not
accurate. Let us consider several passages that speak
of salvation—from varying “time” vantage points.

Future Salvation

In the Great Commission, according to

Mark’s record, Jesus said: “He who believes
and is immersed shall be saved...” (Mark 16:16).
This passage speaks of the sinner who has never
known Christ, but who learns of the Lord, believes
his gospel, and, based upon penitent faith, is im-
mersed in water. What is the result? He “shall be
saved.” The verb is a future tense form, the salvation
being contingent upon the obedience specified. It is
regrettable that so many repudiate this very clear
declaration. First, the text negates the false notion of
“universalism,” i.e., the idea that all people will be
saved ultimately. Second, it refutes the Calvinistic
theory that “election” is “unconditional.” Third, as
noted already, it contradicts the erroneous idea that
salvation is by “faith alone”; rather,

“works” [obedience] also are involved in salvation
(see James 2:24). [Note: J.H. Thayer described the
“works” in James 2 as having to do with “the con-
duct of men, measured by the standard of religion
and righteousness” (Greek-English Lexicon of the
New Testament, Edinburgh: T.&T. Clark, 1958, p.
248).]

Past Salvation

Writing from a different time perspective,
Paul reminded Titus that as a result of his kind-
ness and mercy, God “saved us, through the washing
of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy

Spirit” (Titus 3:4-5). The verb here is a past tense
form. It refers back to the salvation received when
one submitted to the “washing” (baptism — cf. Acts
22:16) of “regeneration,” (the new birth — John 3:3-
5). This was a result of the “renewing” instruction of
the Holy Spirit, operating through the gospel mes-
sage (Ephesians 6:17). At the point of our baptism,

all our past sins were pardoned forever.

Present Salvation

Contrary to the belief of many, the salva-

tion process does not end with our conver-
sion to Christ. One’s redemption is not a “done
deal” that never can be forfeited. That is the dogma
of Calvin, not Christ. In a letter to the church at
Corinth, Paul wrote: “Now | make known unto
you, brothers, the gospel which I preached unto
you ... by which also you are saved” (1 Corin-
thians 15:1-2). The Greek verb rendered “are
saved” is a present tense form; literally, “are being
saved” (see also 1:18, ASV footnote.). Salvation is
a continuous process as we faithfully live the
Christian life.

Future Final

Paul once stated that: “our salvation is
nearer than when we first be-

lieved” (Romans 13:11). Later, he would tell
Timothy, “The Lord will deliver me from every
evil work, and will save me unto his heavenly
kingdom” (2 Timothy 4:18). The apostle Peter
would speak of Christians “receiving the end
[goal] of your faith, even the salvation of your
souls” (1 Peter 1:9). | recently found it quite re-
markable that an internationally recognized Bible
scholar, Peter Davids, wrote the following regard-
ing 1 Peter 1:9.

Salvation, then, is a goal. It is what Christians
are moving toward. According to 1 Peter it be-
gins with baptism (1 Pet. 3:21), but it is finally
revealed only in “the last time” (1 Pet. 1:5). The
mark of those who are “being saved” is their
remaining firm in the faith under persecution
(Hard Sayings of the Bible, W. Kaiser, et al.,
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996, p.
710).

That is most refreshing from a denominational
scholar. Rejoice, therefore, in your salvation—
past, present, and future—if indeed you have em-
braced the promises of the Lord (cf. Hebrews 5:9).

(taken from www.christiancourier.com)
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Scripture Reading

“as it is my eager
expectation and
hope that | will not
be at all ashamed,
but that with full
courage now as
always Christ will
be honored in my
body, whether by
life or by death. For
to me to live is
Christ, and to die is
gain.”

(Phi 1:20-21)

We need volunteers for
feeding and housing the
guest speakers for this
lectureship. If you see
a night that would be
good for you and have
the room please write
down the date and
speaker and give it to
James.

www.gonzalescofc.com

EQUIPPING THE SAINTS

“...to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, (Eph 4:12)

“Life Lessons From New Testament Characters”

GONZALES CHURCH OF CHRIST

2007 ANNUAL LECTURESHIP

These lectures are designed specifically to equip the Christian with tools needed
for everyday living. The elders of the Lord’s Church in Gonzales would like to
invite you and your congregation to attend four day uplifting event. Books con-
taining all the lessons from the lectureship will be given freely to all who are in
attendance. These books will be in manuscript form and contain questions at the

end of each lesson for bible class use.

Schedule of Events for April 18th—2nd

Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.—Keith Mosher
“The Herods, A Family of Continuing Iniquity”

Thursday, 7:00 p.m.—Terrance Dindy
“The Woman With The Issue Of Blood”

Friday, 7:00 p.m.—Wayne Jones

GONZALESCOFC@EATEL.NET

News & Events
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Pictures Pot Luck

Youth Day

Monday Nights
with the Master

Brandon began taking
pictures last week for
the bulletin board. If
you have not had
your picture taken yet
please plan to.

Our monthly Pot
Luck will be March
25th after evening
services.
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Lizzy Mars broke her
collar bone this week.

in his neck, they have

Our Youth Day has
been set for May 12th.
We have 3 quest speak-
ers coming for this
event and the theme
from our lectureship
will carry over into it.

{

land, Melissa Malieri,

Beginning on March
26th we will be having
Bible studies from 7-
8p.m. on Monday eve-
nings. If you are inter-
ested in attending
please let Mike Krieger
know so he can order
the class books.

“Be careful
for nothing;
but in every

“Mary—Who Did What She Could”
Friday, 8:00 p.m.—Dan Cates

“The Governors: Pilate, Felix, and Festus”

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.—John Hall

requested prayers for
this family.

Pat Belknap, friend of
Fred’s, had hip re-
placement and is hav-
ing trouble, please

Please remember her
in your prayers.
Billie Brewer, Bill’s
mother, isin CCU in
Searcey, AK with in-

Louis Gray, The Lan-
deche family, Marsha
Pace, Wayne Pace, Sissy
Pelleran, Bill Brady,
Steve & Kerri LeBuff,
Carolyn Dudley, Brandi

thing by
prayer and
supplication
with
thanksgiving
let your
requests be

“Stephen, Who Defended the Faith Even Unto Death”
Saturday, 7:00 p.m.—Mark Lance

“Paul, Whose Evangelistic Zeal Brought Suffering”

Sunday, 9:00 a.m.—Jerry Martin
“John, The Man Who Introduced Jesus”
Sunday, 10:00 a.m.—Bobby Liddell

“John, The Son of Thunder Rechanneled By the Lord”

Sunday, 5:00 p.m.—Kirk Talley
“Joseph of Arimathaea—A Great Giver”
Sunday, 6:00 p.m.—Bill Brewer

“Barnabas & Onesiphorus: Refreshing the Brethren”

GONZALES CHURCH OF CHRIST

ternal bleeding, please
remember that family
in your prayers.
Corey Cain, Fred’s
nephew, has a tumor

Continue to remember:
Lynn Crow, Jean Crow,

Care Group Schedule

Group #3

%& (&)
Susan Schmidt

Group #2

Harold Douget
Bobbie Douget
Mike Krieger
Gwynne Krieger

Group #1
"™ #$
Tracy Ryan

Wayne Pace Brandon Sumners

Marsha Pace Tonya Sumners

Dave Brady Dean McNeal Burt Duplessis
Diane Brady Lizzy Mars Eldia Spears
Kaci Ryan Rino Mars Erica Babin

Paulina Sumners

JoAanne DeShazo

Nancy Mars

remember this family.

Tressie Bates, Sam More-

Group #4

&*+ *+
Amanda Eaves
Ron DeShazo
Charlotte DeShazo
Deborah Guidry
Caleb Eaves
Patrick Adkins
Fred Dudley

Guidry, Liz Sinapiades

made known
unto God. “
(Phi 4:6)

If you

are interested in joining a “Care
Group” please contact the office
or one of the group leaders.
So then, as we have opportunity,
let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the

household of faith.
(Galatians 6:10)



