
GONZALES CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Welcome September 23rd,  2007 

Here I Raise My Ebenezer! 
by Kyle Butt, M.A.  

 Many of us have grown up going to worship services where 
we sang age-old songs that were brought down to us from many years 
ago. In those songs, we often sing words or phrases that might not 
retain a popularly understood sentiment. Yet, even though we might not 
understand what we are singing, that has not stopped many of us from 
following the song leader through misunderstood stanzas of our old 
favorites. 
 One of the phrases that is of particular interest comes from 
the song O, Thou Fount of Every Blessing. The lyrics of this song (which 
originally was titled Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing) were written 
by Robert Robinson in 1758. The second verse of the song begins with 
these words: “Here I raise my Ebenezer.” If you are like many who have 
sung this song, the word “Ebenezer” immediately brings to your mind 
visions of old Ebenezer Scrooge from Dickens’ Christmas Carol, 
screaming at Bob Cratchet to conserve coal and get to work. Yet, we all 
know that is not the idea behind this song. Where, then, does the term 
Ebenezer originate, and what does it mean? 
 In 1 Samuel 7, the prophet Samuel and the Israelites found 
themselves under attack by the Philistines. Fearing for their lives, the 
Israelites begged Samuel to pray for them in their impending battle 
against the Philistines. Samuel offered a sacrifice to God and prayed for 
His protection. God listened to Samuel, causing the Philistines to lose 
the battle and retreat back to their own territory. After the Israelite 
victory, the Bible records: “Then Samuel took a stone and set it up 
between Mizpah and Shen, and called its name Ebenezer, saying, ‘Thus 
far the Lord has helped us’ ” (1 Samuel 7:12). 
 The word Ebenezer comes from the Hebrew words ’Eben hà-
ezer (eh’-ben haw-e’-zer), which simply mean “stone of help” (see 
Enhanced…, 1995). When Robinson wrote his lyrics, he followed the word 
Ebenezer with the phrase, “Here by Thy great help I’ve come.” An 
Ebenezer, then, is simply a monumental stone set up to signify the great 
help that God granted the one raising the stone. In Robinson’s poem, it 
figuratively meant that the writer—and all who subsequently sing the 
song—acknowledge God’s bountiful blessings and help in their lives. 

The next time you sing about raising your Ebenezer, you will 
be able to “sing with the understanding” that you are acknowledging 
God’s help in your life (1 Corinthians 14:15). 
(This item is available on the Apologetics Press web site at: http://
www.apologeticspress.org/articles/1812) 
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Scripture Reading—Psalm 9:9-12 

Fishers of Men, is an evangelism 
program that we are hosting.  
Please pray for this program and its 
teacher. 
Correspondence Courses:  We 
currently have 11 students working 
on these courses.  Please pray for 
their progress. 
Wayne Pace is having tests done 
this week.  Please remember him in 
your prayers. 
Marian Hackler is having eye sur-
gery and has requested the prayers 
of the congregation. 
Continue to remember: Lynn 
Crow, Jean Crow, Tressie Bates, 
Louis Gray,  Grant Ryan, Cindy 
Hull, Barbie Henderson, April 
Collins, Brook Ryan, Melissa 
Molieri, Elida Spears, Ray Taylor, 
Erica Bourgeouis, Bill & Kimberly 
Pafford, Pete Belknap, Taylor 

Thompson, Jessica Mays,  

Meet With The Elders 
The elders will be available each 
Sunday afternoon at 4:00p.m.  If 
you would like to meet with them, 
please schedule your meeting in 
advance. 

The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in 
times of trouble. And they that know thy name will put their trust 
in thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee. 
Sing praises to the LORD, which dwelleth in Zion: declare among 
the people his doings. When he maketh inquisition for blood, he 
remembereth them: he forgetteth not the cry of the humble.  

Elders 
Ron DeShazo—715-0268 
Mike Krieger—354-5651 

Deacons 
David Ryan—647-3750 

Brandon Sumners—937-2637 
Minister 

James Eaves—276-9203 
Office—644-5824 

Sunday Bible Class 9:00 a 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a 

Sunday Evening Worship 5:00 p 

Wednesday Bible Class 7:00 p 

Monday Fishers of Men  7:00 p 

Schedule & Contacts 

Prayer List 

Recorded Sermons 
If you are interested in receiving an 
audio CD of any of the sermons, fill 
out the form below and give it to who-
ever is in the Video Room. 

Name __________________ 

Date ___/____/________ 

A.M. ______  P.M. ______ 

Number of copies ______ 
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Guest Missionary—9/30/07 
Patrick Swayne is planning a mis-
sion work in Melbourne, Australia 
and will be here Sunday evening 
to tell us about the work. 
Gospel Meeting @ Goodwood 
congregation in Baton Rouge. 
10/7-10/2007—More info on bul-
letin board. 

 
  Anniversary  
 Celebration! 
 

The Gonzales Church Of Christ is 
celebrating its 40th year together 
in Gonzales.  The date for this 
event is Saturday, October 27th.  

Please make plans to attend.  If 
you have any addresses or 
phone numbers of members who 
have moved away please contact 
David Ryan so he can make sure 
they get an invitation. 
 
Directory Update!! 
Please write this new address in 
your directory. 
Paul & Teresa Sherrod 
304 E. Nell St., Apt. A 
Gonzales, LA 70737 
225-910-0695  dokjae@cox.net 
Paul—4/17  Teresa—9/29 
Anniversary 9/6 
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Care Groups 
David Ryan #1 Harold Douget #2 Tim Schmidt #3 James Eaves #4 
Tracy Ryan Bobbie Douget Susan Schmidt Amanda Eaves 

Wayne Pace Mike Krieger Brandon Sumners Ron DeShazo 

Marsha Pace Gwynne Krieger Tonya Sumners Charlotte DeShazo 

Dave Brady Dean McNeal Burt Duplessis Deborah Guidry 

Diane Brady Lizzy Mars Eldia Spears Caleb Eaves 

Kaci Ryan Rino Mars Erica Babin Patrick Adkins 

JoAnne DeShazo Nancy Mars Paulina Sumners Fred Dudley 

News & Events 

Speaker: Keith Hardison 
• Friday 7:00 p.m.                    “The Necessity of the Cross” 
• Saturday 7:00 p.m.                “The Reality of the Cross” 
• Sunday Morning 10:00 a.m.   “Our Response to the Cross” 
• Sunday Evening 5:00 p.m.     “The Promise of the Cross” 
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Week of 9-23-07 
AM & PM Assembly 
Song Leader:  Brendan Babin 
Lord’s Table: David Ryan 
Video Booth:  Tim Schmidt 

AM Assembly 
Greeters:  James & Amanda Eaves 
Opening Prayer: Bob Woosley 
Scripture:  Mike Krieger 
Closing Prayer: Burton Duplessis 

PM Assembly 
Opening Prayer:  Rick Russell 
Closing Prayer:  Caleb Eaves 

Wednesday Bible Study 
Song Leader:  Harold Douget 
Invitation:  Brandon Sumners 
Closing Prayer:  Ron DeShazo 

 

Week of  9-30-07 
AM & PM Assembly 
Song Leader:  David Ryan 
Lord’s Table:  Burt Duplessis 
Video Booth:  Patrick Adkins 

AM Assembly 
Greeters:  Mike & Gwynne Krieger 
Opening Prayer:  Brendon Babin 
Scripture:  Andre Mars 
Closing Prayer:  Bob Woosley 

PM Assembly 
Opening Prayer:  Ron DeShazo 
Closing Prayer:  Mike Krieger 

Wednesday Bible Study 
Song Leader:  Brendon Babin 
Invitation:  Caleb Eaves 
Closing Prayer:  James Eaves 

 

Service Schedule 

Mission Works 

Fishers of Men 
www.fishersofmen.net 

 
The Old Landmarks 
AM 800 (1:30 p.m.) 

 
Gospel Broadcasting 1etwork 

www.GBNTV.org 
 

Memphis School Of Preaching 
•Carl Jenkins 

 

American Samoa  
(Rocco Pierce) 

 
House to House,  
Heart to Heart 

 
Restoration Radio  

1etwork International In 
Kenya 

 
Berean Children’s Home 

www.bereanhome.org 

Sunday—A Study of the Tabernacle  
 Brandon Sumners  
Monday—Fishers of Men 
 Barry Hatcher 
Wednesday—Romans 
 Ron DeShazo 
 

 

A.M. Sermon 
“The Sheep & The Shepherds” 

James Eaves 
 

P.M. Sermon 
“Seven Viewpoints of the Cross” 

James Eaves 

Bible Classes Sermons 


