
2) Just as Jesus’ parents were amazed to find Him in the 

temple and He told them you should have known where 

I would be… 

a) There will be many on the day of Judgment that 

say.. 

b) “…Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and 
in thy name done many wonderful works?” (Matt. 
7:22) 

c) And they too will be surprised to hear Him answer, 

“depart from me”. 
 
Conclusion: 

A) Have you lost Jesus? 

1) Turn back today! 

2) Repent and He will forgive you – 1John 1:9 

B) Have you yet taken up your cross to follow Him? – Matt 

10:38 

1) Begin by repenting of your sins – Acts 2:38 

2) Confessing your faith that Jesus is the Son of God – Acts 

8:37 

3) And be baptized/immersed for the remission of your sins – 

Acts 22:16 

4) And there remain faithful to Jesus and you will receive that 

Crown of Life in heaven – Rev 2:10. 
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James Eaves  

(Points taken from an unknown author.) 
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Thesis:  the same things that caused Mary and Joseph to lose Jesus 

can also cause us to lose Him today. 

 

Introduction: 

A) Jesus’ parents lost Him when he was 12yrs old. 

1) By looking at the mistakes that His parents made when they 

lost Him we can learn from their mistakes. 

2) We will notice 3 mistakes they made and then finally see 

the action taken to find Him. 

B) Setting 

1) Trading in the streets 

2) Old friends meeting 

3) Children playing 

4) 2.5 million people (Josephus). 

5) Custom of the people to travel separately (ex. 

Men/women). 

 

Discussion: 

I) “…they went up to Jerusalem after the custom 

of the feast.” (vs42) 
A) They lost Jesus in their routine (custom). 

1) This was something they were used to doing. 
2) And it was in this comfort zone that they lost Jesus. 

B) We too can lose Jesus in our comfort zone. 
1) We can easily allow worship to be done out of habit 

instead of love and humility. 
2) We should keep in mind that Jesus is always among us. 
3) “And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like 

unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to 
the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.” 
(Rev 1:13)  

 

II) “…supposing him to have been in the 

company…” (vs44) 



A) Wrong assumptions also played a part in Mary and 
Joseph losing Jesus. 

1) They just assumed that He was with the rest of the 
children. 

2) Their assumption led them away from Jesus. 

B) We too can be led astray by false assumptions. 

1) Jacob assumed that his brother Esau still wanted to kill 
him after many years. 

2) Jacob assumed that Joseph was dead because of the 
blood on the coat. 

3) Nadab and Abihu assumed that it would be ok to use 
strange fire to worship the Lord. 

4) Denomenationalism has assumed that it is ok to believe 
whatever you want. 

5) All of these assumptions are false and have led each 
astray. 

6) And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free. (Joh 8:32) 

C) Some parents have assumed that their kids were in the 

car when they left worship services. 

 

III) “…went a day's journey…” (vs44) 
A) They went an entire day without noticing He was 

not with them. 

1) Because of the customs of the way they traveled (men 
together, women together, children together, etc.) and 
because of the false assumptions they didn’t even 
realize he was not with them. 

2) Their lack of attention had lost their son. 

B) Many in the world today are lost because they’ve 
gone on so long believing in their customs and 
false assumptions and are not willing to change. 
1) “It’s the way my daddy did it and it’s the way I’m 

gonna do it!” 

2) “Oh, I’m fairly certain I’m saved.” 

3) “My preacher told me I’m saved after I …” 

C) Regardless of how long we’ve been traveling down the 

wrong road we have to turn back! 

IV)  “…they sought him among their kinsfolk and 
acquaintance.” (vs44) 
A) More false assumptions. 

1) “He must be with His friends or family.” 

2) While in their situation this was probably the best place 
to start it is altogether different for us. 

B) We tend to turn to friends and family seeking 
approval in spiritual matters. 
1) Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

(John 17:17) 
2) Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 

whether they are of God: because many false prophets 
are gone out into the world. (1Jn 4:1) 

3) For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. (Rom 
1:16) 

 

V) “…they turned back again to Jerusalem…they 
found him in the temple”. (vs45-46) 
A) Three days they searched for Him in Jerusalem. 

1) They finally found Him in the temple teaching. 
2) They seem surprised to find Him there. 

3) And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? 
wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business? 
(Luke 2:49)  “in my Father’s house.” (ESV) 

B) A lot of people are looking for Jesus in all the wrong 

places. 

1) When Anthony (my son) couldn’t find Jesus in his 
Bible (a picture Bible) he went to his mama to get her 
to show him.  He’s 3 and knows where to find Jesus. 

2) People look for Jesus in their hearts when they’ve not 

studied His word. 

3) They look in man made religions and in material things. 

C) If you had Jesus and lost Him then you need to do as 

His parents did and turn back. 
1) I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all 

likewise perish. (Luke 13:3) 


