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b) Will you repent and bury that old man today? 
C) Was NOT saved during his prayer. 

1) 3 Days of fasting – vs 9 
a) He acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ 

the Son of God. 
b) He asked what to do so he was repenting. 
c) According to most of the denominational 

worlds view Saul should have been saved at 
that point. 

2) Acts 22:16  And now why tarriest thou? arise, 

and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 

calling on the name of the Lord. 
a) He still didn’t have forgiveness of sins. 
b) He had to be immersed into the body of Christ. 
c) He had to put off the old man. 
d) He had to be buried with Christ. 

3) Have you obeyed God as Saul did? 
a) Or have you obeyed according to the doctrines 

of men. 
b) What will you do today? 

 
Conclusion: 
A) These two men where faced with a new truth from 

God. 
1) They were both living outside of the body of Christ. 
2) When they were faced with the Truth of the Gospel 

They Changed! 
B) Today you may be facing a Truth that you have never 

seen. 
1) Will you allow it to blind you or 
2) Repent and turn to Christ? 
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Introduction: 
A) The “Sinner’s Prayer” is a commonly taught doctrine 

in the world today. 
1) Today we will notice two different sinners around the 

time that they prayed. 
2) And compare this to that doctrine and our lives. 

B) While the Bible contains many instances of sinners 
praying to God we know that they are not all heard. 
1) John 9:31  Now we know that God heareth not 

sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and 
doeth his will, him he heareth. 

2) This refers to those living in sin with no desire to get 
out. 

3) The two men that we will discuss had a great desire 
to obey God. 

4) And so we will see that these men were given the 
truth which made them free from their sins. 

5) John 8:32 
Discussion: 

I) Cornelius -  Acts 10:1-4 There was a certain man in 

Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band 

called the Italian band, 2 A devout man, and one that 

feared God with all his house, which gave much alms 

to the people, and prayed to God alway. 3 He saw in 

a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an 

angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, 

Cornelius. 4 And when he looked on him, he was 

afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto 

him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a 

memorial before God. 
A) Fervently sought salvation. Vs2 

1) He feared God – Eccl 12:13 
2) He prayed to God – 1Thes 5:17 
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3) 2 Chronicles 26:5 - And he sought God in the 

days of Zechariah, who had understanding in 

the visions of God: and as long as he sought the 

LORD, God made him to prosper. 
4) Following God today is rewarding also in that we 

can receive salvation from condemnation if we are 
obedient. 

B) Invited Family. 

1) Acts 10:24 - And the morrow after they entered 

into Caesarea. And Cornelius waited for them, 

and had called together his kinsmen and near 

friends. 
2) He also taught his family to fear (respect) the Lord 

–vs2. 
3) Close your eyes and think…count the number of 

times you have invited your non-Christian family 
members to worship God this week, month, year. 

C) Righteous but not saved. 
1) Luke by inspiration records that Cornelius was a 

“devout man” –vs2. 
a) Gave alms to the poor. 
b) Prayed to God always. 

2) Could this be said about me? 
a) Do I help the needy or talk about them to 

others? – Matt 7:12 
b) Do I pray to God or do I go around with the 

attitude of “I don’t need anyone’s help”? – Rom 
10:3 

II) Saul of Tarsus – Acts 9:9 And he was three days 

without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 
A) Blinded by the Truth. 

1) Acts 9:3-8 And as he journeyed, he came near 

Damascus: and suddenly there shined round 

about him a light from heaven: 4 And he fell to 

the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, 
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Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5 And he 

said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I 

am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for 

thee to kick against the pricks. 6 And he 

trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt 

thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto 

him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be 

told thee what thou must do. 7 And the men 

which journeyed with him stood speechless, 

hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 8 And Saul 

arose from the earth; and when his eyes were 

opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the 

hand, and brought him into Damascus. 
2) Saul was blinded by the brightness of Christ. 
3) He was living in error…was confronted by the 

Truth…and now he is blind. 
4) But what did he do?...exactly what the Lord told 

him to do. 
5) Sometimes we can be blinded by the truth. 

a) We find out we are living in sin and we run 
away. 

b) We try to hide from those who would help us. 
c) We think that by hiding from our brothers and 

sisters that the sin will be ok. 
d) We must do as Saul did and correct our lives. 
e) Acts 8:22 – repent and pray. 

B) Godly Repentance. 
1) What wilt thou have me to do? Vs6 

a) He didn’t run off feeling sorry for himself … he 
wanted to know exactly what to do. 

b) He turned away from his old life of sin. 
c) He buried that old man in baptism just as he 

describes in Rom 6:3-4. 
2) What will you do today? 

a) Will you continue to run? 


