J)

1)

2)

right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the
LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the
LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the
LORD are true and righteous altogether. 10 More to be
desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold:
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

b) Do you know any other book that can save your
soul?

c¢) James 1:21 - Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and
superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness
the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

Maybe a Better Group With Which To Fellowship?

a) Galatians 3:28 - There is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

b) Can you think of a better group of people than
those who have been washed by the blood of the
lamb?

c¢) Revelation 7:14 - And [ said unto him, Sir, thou
knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came
out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes,
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

C) Why Do | Preach That Attendance Is Necessary?

2 Timothy 4:2 - Preach the word, be instant in season, out
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering
and doctrine.

It's our job!

“If ye love me, keep my commandments.”
John 14:15

Thesis: To show all men that attendance to all services is

necessary to their salvation.

Introduction:
A) Jesus Christ said, “If you love me, keep my
commandments. (John 14:15)

1)

2)

How do | determine what passages are
commandments and which ones are simply things
that | ought to do?

a) Paul records an interesting statement in his first
letter to the Corinthians.

b) 1 Corinthians 14:37 - If any man think himself to be a
prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the
things that I write unto you are the commandments of
the Lord.

c) Paul penned half of the books of the New
Testament.

a) Paul's commandments are of the Lord.

b) Should we conclude that the rest are not
commandments of the Lord?

We should wholly follow God’s Word.

a) 2 Timothy 3:16 - All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness:

b) Itis all sufficient to the saving of our souls.

a) 2 Peter 1:3 - According as his divine power hath
given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath
called us to glory and virtue:

b) James 1:21 - Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and
superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save
your souls.
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B) Why Do | Preach That Attendance To All Services Are

Necessary?
1) Because Neglecting the Services is a Sin!
2) Because We Have Bible Authority To Teach Such.

Discussion:

1)

... Because Neglecting the Services is a Sin! (How?)
A) ...Because Stealing is a Sin!
1) Romans 13:10 -Love worketh no ill to his neighbour:
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
2) Stealing is not looking out for our neighbors.
3) How is neglecting services stealing?

a) As members of the Lord’s church we are told
to come together for a reason.

(1) Hebrews 10:24 - And let us consider one
another to provoke unto love and to good
works:

(2) Ephesians 5:19 - Speaking to yourselves in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

b) If we are not coming together then we are
depriving our brethren of spiritual
encouragement.

4) Neglecting services is also stealing from God!

a) 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 -Now concerning the
collection for the saints, as I have given order to the
churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 2 Upon the first
day of the week let every one of you lay by him in
store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no
gatherings when I come.

B) ...Because Suicide is a Sin!
1) Have you ever owned rechargeable batteries?

a) They are great to have as long as you continue
to charge them.

b) But what happens if you don’t charge them?

2) Why is neglecting services suicide?

governor took Jesus into the common hall, and
gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers. 28 And
they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. 29
And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put
it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they
bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying,
Hail, King of the Jews! 30 And they spit upon him, and
took the reed, and smote him on the head. 31 And after
that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from
him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him away
to crucify him. 32 And as they came out, they found a
man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to
bear his cross. 33 And when they were come unto a
place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull,
34 They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall:
and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink. 35
And they crucified him, and parted his garments,
casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
by the prophet, They parted my garments among them,
and upon my vesture did they cast lots.

b) Hebrews 9:28 - So Christ was once offered to bear the
sins of many, and unto them that look for him shall he
appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

3) A Better God To Worship?

a) If we ever get this attitude we would do good to
read the words of Isaiah.

b) Isaiah 40:25, 28 - To whom then will ye liken me, or
shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. 28 Hast thou not
known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God,
the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth
not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his
understanding.

4) A Better Book To Study?

a) Psalms 19:7-10 - The law of the LORD is perfect,
converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple. 8§ The statutes of the LORD are
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c¢) Ephesians 5:19 - Speaking to yourselves in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord;

(1) You can'’t sing together if your not there.
3) Direct Statement.

a) Hebrews 10:25 - Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another.: and so much the more, as ye
see the day approaching.

b) The Greek word translated “assembling” is
“episunagoge”.

(1) Meaning — “a gathering together in one
place; the religious assembly of Christians.”
(Allen Webster)

(2) And in the words of brother Curtis Cates, “if
that’s not direct I'll eat this podium.”

Conclusion:
A) Why Do | Preach That Attendance Is Necessary?
1) ...Because itis a Sin Not To Attend!
2) ...Because We Have | Have Bible Authority To Do

So!

B) What Would It Take To Get Us To Come To Every
Service? (from “Church, Why?” by: Allen Webster)
1) More love from God?

a) James 1:17 - Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning.

b) John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.

2) More Sacrifice from Christ?

a) Matthew 27:26-35 - Then released he Barabbas unto
them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered
him to be crucified. 27 Then the soldiers of the

a)

b)

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 - What? know ye not that
your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is
in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your
own? 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which
are God's.

When we neglect services we deprive our spirit

of much needed nourishment.

(1) Peter said,

(2) 2 Peter 3:18 - But grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever.
Amen.

3) If we aren’t assembling with the saints then we are
not feeding our souls and without that nourishment
it will soon die.

C) ...Because Idolatry is a Sin!
1) “But | don’t worship any idols.”

a)

b)

c)

When | decide to:

(1) Hook up that book trailer.

(2) Put the deer stand in the truck.

(3) Throw the golf clubs in the car.

(4) Or run down to the nearest shopping
center.

...instead of going to worship God, | have put

that thing before God.

Anything that | put before God is an idol,

because that thing has become more important

than God.

(1) Matthew 10:37-38 - He that loveth father or
mother more than me is not worthy of me: and
he that loveth son or daughter more than me is
not worthy of me. 38 And he that taketh not his
cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of
me.



2) “But | go to Sunday morning services. | only miss
in the evenings. Besides, | feel like | can talk to
God out in the woods.”

a) Matthew 6:24 - No man can serve two masters: for
either he will hate the one, and love the other,; or
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

b) Matthew 12:30 - He that is not with me is against
me,; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth
abroad.

3) When we neglect the attendance are saying that
what | want to do is more important than what God
wants.

D) ...Because Adultery is a Sin!

1) Itis a sin against:

a) God -

(1) Genesis 39:9 - There is none greater in this
house than I; neither hath he kept back any
thing from me but thee, because thou art his
wife: how then can I do this great wickedness,
and sin against God?

b) The Body —

(1) 1 Corinthians 6:19 - What? know ye not that
your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which
is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not
your own?

c) The Family —

(1) Ephesians 5:21 - Submitting yourselves one to
another in the fear of God.

2) When | neglect services we commit spiritual
adultery.

a) This ties in with the last point.

b) The church is the bride of Christ — Rev 22:17.
(1) When | become a member of that body |

take on certain responsibilities.

(2) Like being faithful to Christ.

(3) Just like a physical marriage.

(4) When | decide to go fishing, hunting,
shopping, or anything instead of being
faithful to my God, | commit spiritual
adultery.

c¢) James 4:4 - Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know
ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with

God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the

world is the enemy of God.

Il) ...Because We Have Bible Authority To Teach Such.

A) To establish Bible authority you must have one of
three instances. In the case of attending services
you not only have one instance, but you have all
three.

1) Example.

a) Acts 20:6-7 - And we sailed away from Philippi
after the days of unleavened bread, and came unto
them to Troas in five days;, where we abode seven
days. 7 And upon the first day of the week, when the
disciples came together to break bread, Paul
preached unto them, ready to depart on the
morrow, and continued his speech until midnight.

b) Notice that these people met on the first day of
the week.

c) Notice also that Paul did not have to ask them
if they were going to have services are not.

2) Implication.

a) Every book in the N.T. implies in some fashion
that gathered together faithfully.

b) 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 - Now concerning the
collection for the saints, as I have given order to the
churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 2 Upon the first
day of the week let every one of you lay by him in
store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no
gatherings when I come.

(1) You can't give if your not there.



